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Foreword
 
F OR THE WELL-being of a mature university, heritage is as valuable as a creative faculty, a bright student body, or a balanced budget. 
Heritage goes beyond tradition. Tradition by itself 
may enhance a feeling of belonging but heritage 
reflects a core of durable values that unite the 
academic family not only with the past but with 
itself. Heritage is the flywheel in the machinery of 
university progress, giving us needed momentum 
when the engine slows down, assuring us in 
troubled times that problems are neither insoluble 
nor the exclusive province of our particular 
generation. It adds a patina of modesty and depth 
to the pride we all feel in our own 
accomplishments. In short, heritage is a 
university's spiriulal endowment. 
The principal vehicle for the preservation of 
heritage is history. To serve its purpose well the 
historical record must be interesting, well 
researched, accurate, and as comprehensive as 
possible. It should not gloss over the hard times 
that give character to the long struggle for 
excellence. The following account of the evolution 
of Thomas Jefferson University from the early 
1800s to the late 1900S meets these standards. It is 
also a warm, affectionate story crafted by a 
Jeffersonian whose perceptive observations have 
spanned five decades as a student, house officer, 
teacher, staff physician, department chairman, 
alunmi leader, trustee, and historian. 
Frederick B. Wagner, Jr., M.D., University 
Historian and Grace Revere Osler Professor 
Emeritus of Surgery, was asked to write this 
history for several practical reasons. First, he is a 
relentless searcher for old records, stories, and 
photographs scattered among memories and dusty 
files of time. Second, he has a scholarly reverence 
for truth. Third, he is a master in the art of 
inducing, at times cajoling, his contributing 
authors to complete their assignments. But the 
real reason Doctor Wagner was encouraged to 
take on this monumental task was that we knew 
he would do it well, as a labor of love for his 
alma mater. 
Three previous histories of our institution have 
been written. Gayley's A History of the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia (1858) and Gould's 
The Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia (1904-) 
covered the early years. Bauer's story (1963) 
entitled Doctors Made in America, while told with 
interesting flair, lacks rigor and cohesive sequence. 
The Wagner history goes well beyond these earlier 
accounts in depth, breadth, and illustrations. 
Indeed, it may well be regarded as the definitive 
literary companion piece to Thomas Eakins' 
portrait of Professor Samuel D. Gross, more 
commonly known as The Gross Clinic) reproduced 
on the cover. Thomas Eakins captured the heroic 
essence of early medical care and teaching at 
Jefferson. Frederick Wagner has recorded its 
maturation through two centuries. Together these 
two contributions document the proud heritage of 
Thomas Jefferson University. 
In time, of course, the current work will itself 
become history, a reference for succeeding scholars 
to update as the process of medical discovery, 
teaching, and practice at Jefferson goes on. 
Hopefully these scholars will record the past, our 
future, with the same care and grace as are 
reflected here. 
Doctor Gross himself captured tl1e timeless 
value of historical perspective in his address 
entitled "Then and Now," delivered in 1868 to the 
Jefferson students who were beginning their 
course in surgery. Reflecting on the remarkable 
progress made since his own graduation in 1828, 
he said, "The advances in our knowledge in 
medical science within the last forty years are 
without parallel in any age. It would almost seem 
that the millenium were close at hand." 
Then, following a thorough assessment of these 
advances, including "the most curious and 
interesting discovery in anatomy in modern times 
... that all animal and vegetable substances 
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essentially consist of cells, of variable size, shape, 
and structures, and so minute, as to be visible 
only with the aid of the microscope ... ," Gross 
adds, "We are too much disposed to look with 
contempt at the knowledge of our predecessors, as 
if, in reality they had worked and lived in vain, as 
if all true science had been reserved as a kind of 
special gift to the present generation." 
In our own fast-moving era of molecular 
medicine, when even the minute cell is now 
considered a relatively massive unit of life, it 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
would appear that yet another milleruurn is close 
at hand. And in another hlmdred years will our 
special gift of knowledge be eclipsed by the vision 
of the next millenium to follow? Probably so. But, 
however powerful our basic understanding of 
health and disease may become, its application will 
always depend on the institutions that create dlat 
understanding and pass it on to the next 
generation of students. This is the story of one 
such institution. 
LEWIS W. BLUEMLE, JR.,
 
M.D., L.H.D., Sc.D., F.R.C.P. (Edin.)
 





EFFERSON'S tradition and heritage, rich in
 ideals and achievements, span more than a century and a half. Much has been chronicled 
and preserved in books, articles, addresses, 
ceremonial occasions, archives, and art. Passage of 
time, accompanied by progress in science and 
emphasis on humanism, encouraged a new look at 
Jefferson's past. Creation of the post of University 
Historian was the idea of President Bluemle. His 
gentle mandate and unrestricted support led to 
this book. 
It was the responsibility of the editor to 
orchestrate tl1is endeavor. A plan was conceived to 
assemble a team of Thomas Jefferson University 
scholars not only with expertise in their fields but 
who themselves were a part of the history. The 
"honor and privilege" that the authors expressed 
on being asked to participate translated into a 
labor of four and a half years. 
Jefferson is fortunate in that from its inception, 
careful records have been preserved without break 
of continuity. Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
and Executive Faculty, Alumni Bulletins, Student 
Yearbooks, College Announcements and Catalogs, 
and Annual Reports of the Hospital provided a 
wealth of detail in the archival treasure trove. 
Jefferson Alumni of the past who were 
outstanding historians include Samuel D. Gross 
(Class of 1828), John H. Brinton (Class of 1852), 
William W. Keen (Class of 1862), John Chalmers 
DaCosta (Class of 1885), George M. Gould (Class 
of 1888), and Edward L. Bauer (Class of 1914). 
The t1rst librarian, Mr. Charles Frankenberger 
(appointed 1907), also made historical 
contributions in his time. 
This is a long and complex history. Where to 
draw the line between thoroughness and excessive 
detail was a task of the editor, for which 
forgiveness in judgmental error is requested. With 
so many names involved, fairness in recognition is 
impossible. As might be expected, there are 
unintended omissions and perhaps unwarranted 
inclusions. All Jefferson Presidents and Chairmen, 
not merely who they were but what they did, are 
sketched. Activities in organization, policy, merger 
initiatives, fmances, and proliferation of buildings 
are interwoven throughout. Contributions in the 
basic sciences and clinical area previously 
unnoticed are given attention. In order to avoid a 
strictly parochial approach, an editorial policy was 
adopted to place the various segments of 
Jefferson's history in the perspective of what was 
taking place in the medical world of the time. 
A unique feature of this book is the profusion 
of illustrations. For those without time or 
inclination to read the entire text, the photographs 
alone will provide a pictorial history. Ms. Theresa 
Powers and her audiovisual staff performed 
outstanding service in reproducing old 
photographs and printed material. While most 
were obtained within Jefferson's own archives, 
valuable additional help is acknowledged from the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia's Historical 
Collections, tl1e Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
the Free Library of Philadelphia, the Jenkins Law 
Library, the Presbyterian Historical Society, and 
the National Library of Medicine. 
The editor interviewed historically oriented 
Alumni such as Baldwin L. Keyes (1917), Frederick 
E. Keller (1917), Reynold S. Griffith (1918), Henry 
H. Perlman (1918), Thaddeus L. Montgomery 
(1920), Benjamin F. Haskell (1923), John B. 
Montgomery (1926), and Joe H. Coley (1934). 
Board member William Potter Wear, shortly 
before his death in 1984, generously shared some 
of his memories and impressions. The editor's 
mentor, Thomas A. Shallow (1911), was the Class 
Historian and reminisced frequently about the 
professors of his era. The editor's interest in 
Jefferson History was early stimulated by this 
association. 
The editorial assistance of J. Woodrow Savacool 
(Jefferson, 1938) is gratefully acknowledged. In 
addition to writing several of the chapters, he 
• vii 
improved the content and quality of a number of 
the manuscripts along with much valuable 
proofreading. His aid advanced publication time 
by more than a year. 
Mr. Samuel Davis, the Special Collections 
Librarian, saved much of the editor's time by his 
quick location of references, photocopying of 
source material, and aiding the search for 
photographs. Dr. Robert T. Lentz, Librarian 
Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Bibliography 
and Library Science, and Ms. Judith Robins, the 
University Archivist, made files, documents, and 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
photographs available which unearthed previously 
unrecognized items of significance. Ms. Nancy 
Groseclose and Joan Schott in the Alumni Office 
answered many queries. The word-processing 
secretaries, especially Mrs. Connie Buccella, 
tolerated the frustrations of the editor wi th 
equanimity. 
Finally Mrs. Jean Lockwood Wagner (Jefferson, 
R.N., 1941), always a severe critic and sharp 
proofreader, cheerfully relinquished many leisure 
hours to aid in this task. 
FREDERICK B. WAGNER, JR., M.D. 
Vlll • Preface 
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